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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that Claims 1 and 15 have been amended, and 
are now pending in the instant application, and that Claims 2-14 and 16-21 have 
been cancelled. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Regarding the rejection of Claims 1 and 1 5 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a), as 
being unpatentable over over Woodard et al. (US 7,032,01 1 ) (referred herein 
after as Woodard) in view of Boxall et al. (US 2003/0046678) (referred herein 
after as Boxall) in further view of Crisan et al. (US 2003/0172372) (referred 
herein after as Crisan) and yet in further view of Tomoson et al. (US 6,931 ,523) 
(referred herein after as Tomoson). 

Applicant's arguments filed, 02 February 2009, have been fully 
considered, but they are not persuasive. Therefore, the rejection is maintained. 
At pages 5-6 of the Remarks Applicants attempt to distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art by arguing that the conventional second means for 
restoring said user configuration by copying said operating system, and a set of 
application programs, including said at least one application program from said 
set of backup non-specific copies to said user computer in accordance with the 
stored parameters of said user configuration, where said second means is stored 
on said computer-readable storage medium; wherein, said first means for storing 
said user configuration parameters further monitors and records user choices 
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during an installation process of installing said user configuration and overrides 
user choices according to predetermined parameters of said user configuration is 
performed automatically (emphasis added). Thus, requiring a user such as the 
IT administrator recited in Crisan, to make a decision for an end user and 
"manually" override the user/selection/decision process. 

As to the argument above, the Examiner disagrees that the teachings of 
Crisan require a user such as the IT administrator recited in Crisan, to make a 
decision for an end user and "manually" override the user/selection/decision 
process. In an alternative embodiment, Crisan clearly teaches that system has 
the capability of alternatively not needing to prompt the user to flash the ROM, 
thus the client system could automatically proceed with flashing the ROM 
without the client's authorization (emphasis added) (pars [0027-0028]). 

It is further noted by the Examiner that claims 1 and 15 do not specify 
how acceptance or approval of any override the user/selection/decision process 
is performed either "manually" or "automatically". The fact that an override of the 
user/selection/decision process is "automatically" performed, as currently 
claimed, does not require that acceptance of overriding the 
user/selection/decision process to be performed automatically. Such acceptance 
could well be performed manually; in any case Crisan teaches both approaches 
of "manually" and/or "automatically" of restoring said user configuration. 

Applicants further argued that the decision is made by the IT 
administrator, during the installation of the software and hence is not pre- 
determined to the installation of that software, because the decision to override 
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a user-choice is made in response to a choice made by the user during 
installation (emphasis added). 

Examiner disagrees that Crisan teaches the decision is made by the IT 
administrator, during the installation of the software and hence is not pre- 
determined to the installation of that software, because the decision to override 
a user-choice is made in response to a choice made by the user during 
installation. 

As to the argument above, the Examiner disagrees that the teachings of 
Crisan the decision is made by the IT administrator, during the installation of the 
software and hence is not pre-determined to the installation of that software, 
because the decision to override a user-choice is made in response to a choice 
made by the user during installation. In an alternative embodiment, Crisan 
clearly teaches that the system has an alternative capability of storing an ROM 
image that can be obtained by the client to install on their system in which the 
ROM can automatically be re-flashed without user interaction . Thus, the 
updated ROMs may be automatically downloaded onto the client system without 
authorization (pars [0027-0028]). 

Applicants are advised to amend Claims 1 and 15 to further specify as to 
what constitutes "automatically restoring said user configuration", such that is 
would distinguish over the prior art. 

Applicants are further reminded that broadly providing an automatic 
means to replace a manual activity which accomplished the same result is not 
sufficient to distinguish over the prior art. See MPEP 2144.04(111.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Woodard in view of Boxall in further view of Crisan and yet in 
further view of Tomoson. 

Regarding Claim 1 , Woodard discloses a system for automatically 
configuring reinstall information to a computer (second computer-based device), 
said system comprising: 

a server (server 200) for storing (user database 206) user computers' 
images (settings/profiles) and their updates (col .5, lines 1-9, and 38-56) and at 
least one user computer (first computer-based device) having a user 
configuration of a user operating system and at least one application program 
(col .5, lines 34-35); 

first means (software module (SEIM)) for storing on said server the 
parameters of said user configuration (col.4, lines 30-36 and col. 6, lines 7-29) 
where said first means is stored on said computer-readable storage medium: 
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a set of backup non-specific copies, stored on said server dedicated to 
storing user computers' images and their updates, of a set of operating systems, 
including said user operating system, and a set of application programs, 
including said at least one application program (col. 5, lines 40-44, col.6, lines 46- 
49, and col.21 , lines 46-55); 

means (software module (SEIM)) for accessing said back up non-specific 
copies of operating systems, including said user operating system, and a set of 
application programs, including said at least one application program (col. 5, lines 
40-44, col .7, lines 59-66), where said means for accessing is stored on said 
computer-readable storage medium; and 

second means (software module (SEIM)) for automatically restoring said 
user configuration by copying said operating system, and a set of application 
programs, including said at least one application program from said set of backup 
non-specific copies to said user computer in accordance with the stored 
parameters of said user configuration (col.8, lines 17-44, and col.21, lines 46-55), 
where said second means stored on said computer-readable storage medium; 

Woodard does not explicitly teach the step wherein, said first means for 
storing said user configuration parameters further monitors and records user 
choices during an installation process of installing said user configuration nor 
wherein the first and the second means are being stored on a computer-readable 
storage medium, and/or accessed on a computer a computer-readable storage 
medium. 
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However, Boxall in a similar field of endeavor discloses a method of 
installing hardware and corresponding software further comprising the step of: 

wherein, a first means (installation script 64) for storing said user 
configuration parameters further monitors and records user choices during an 
installation process of installing said user configuration (par [0022], [0025], [0030] 
and see fig. 2) and wherein the first and the second means are being stored on a 
computer-readable storage medium (storage media 12), and/or accessed on a 
computer a computer-readable storage medium (par [0015], [0021], [0026], and 
see fig. 1, element 12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the teachings Boxall in Woodard in order to 
minimize the waiting time of the installation process by being able to implement 
previously chosen choices of a previously installed configuration and to be able 
to read and/or store the configuration on some form of computer media. One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Woodard and Boxall to optimize the use of 
the system by minimizing waiting time and requirements for user intervention 
during the installation of a previously installed configuration, and to optimize the 
mobility of the configuration installations on to different systems. 

The combined teachings of Woodard and Boxall do not explicitly teach 
wherein said first means for storing said user configuration parameters further 
comprises the step wherein said first means comprises the step of: overriding 
user choices according to predetermined parameters of said user configuration. 
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However, Crisan in a similar field of endeavor discloses a hardware ROM 
upgrade through an Internet or Intranet Service including the step wherein said 
first means comprises the step of: overriding user choices according to 
predetermined parameters of said user configuration (par [0031]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the 
teachings of Crisan in the teachings of Woodard/Boxall to allow user interaction 
in the installation of the configuration. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made would have been motivated to combine the teachings of 
Woodard/Boxall/Crisan to give the users of the system an opportunity to have 
amore authority and make selections for a particular system update and/or 
configuration. 

Also, the combined teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan do not explicitly 
teach the step wherein said first means further monitors and records incremental 
changes and modifications to said user configuration over the life time of said 
user configuration. 

However, Tomoson in a similar field of endeavor discloses a system and 
method of providing a known-good configuration for a computer, comprising 
storing a known-good computer configuration and restoring a known-good 
configuration via non-interactive user input including the step wherein a first 
means (software) further monitors and records incremental changes and 
modifications to said user configuration over the life time of said user 
configuration (col. 5, lines 46-54). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the teachings of Tomoson in the 
Woodard/Boxall/Crisan system in order to store a record of the change 
configuration information since the last full configuration of a computer. One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan/Tomoson to 
further conserve the storage space of the system. 

In further, the combined teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan/Tomoson 
further teach wherein said first means further migrates a current computer to a 
new computer (Woodard: second computer-based device, col. 8, lines 17-44), 
based on said recorded user choices (Boxall: par [0022], [0025], [0030] and see 
fig. 2) and said incremental changes and modifications information collected and 
saved (Tomoson: col. 5, lines 46-54), and 

said migrating, including installing the newest versions of computer 
programs, utilities and vendor interfaces from the Internet or from said server 
dedicated to storing user computers' images and their updates (Woodard: col. 5, 
lines 45-47, and col. 7, lines 1-4). 

Regarding Claim15, Woodard teaches a means (server 200) for 
performing a method for operating a system for automatically configuring reinstall 
information comprising a server for storing user computers' images 
(settings/profiles) and their updates (col .5, lines 1-9, and 38-56) and at least one 
user computer (first computer-based device) having a user configuration of a 
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user operating system and at least one application program (col. 5, lines 34-35), 
said method comprising: 

storing (user database 206) on said server (server 200) the parameters of 
said user configuration (col .5, lines 1-9, and 38-56); 

storing a set of backup non-specific copies, stored on said server 
dedicated to storing user computers' images and their updates of a set of 
operating systems, including said user operating system, and a set of application 
programs, including said at least one application program, accessing said copies 
and automatically restoring said user configuration by copying said operating 
system, and a set of application programs, including said at least one application 
program from said server dedicated to storing user computers' images and their 
updates to said user computer in accordance with the stored parameters of said 
user configuration (col. 5, lines 40-44, col.6, lines 46-49, and col. 21 , lines 46-55). 

Woodard does not explicitly teach the step wherein: said method further 
comprises means for monitoring and recording user choices during an installation 
process installing said user configuration and wherein said method is comprised 
on an article of manufacture comprising a computer-readable storage medium 
usable having computer readable program code means embodied therein. 

However, Boxall in a similar field of endeavor discloses a method of 
installing hardware and corresponding software further comprising the step of: 

wherein, said method further comprises means for monitoring and 
recording user choices during an installation process installing said user 
configuration (par [0022], [0025], [0030], and see fig. 2) and wherein said method 
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is comprised on an article of manufacture comprising a computer-readable 
storage medium usable having computer readable program code means 
embodied therein (par [0015], [0021], [0026], and see fig. 1 , element 12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the teachings Boxall in Woodard in order to 
minimize the waiting time of the installation process by being able to implement 
previously chosen choices of a previously installed configuration and to be able 
to read and/or store the configuration on some form of computer media. One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Woodard and Boxall to optimize the use of 
the system by minimizing waiting time and requirements for user intervention 
during the installation of a previously installed configuration, and to optimize the 
mobility of the configuration installations on to different systems. 

The combined teachings of Woodard and Boxall do not explicitly teach 
wherein said method further comprises the step of wherein: 

overriding user choices according to predetermined parameters of said 
user configuration. 

However, Crisan in a similar field of endeavor discloses a hardware ROM 
upgrade through an Internet or Intranet Service including the step wherein said 
method comprises the step of: overriding user choices according to 
predetermined parameters of said user configuration (par [0031]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the 
teachings of Crisan in the teachings of Woodard/Boxall to allow user interaction 
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in the installation of the configuration. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made would have been motivated to combine the teachings of 
Woodard/Boxall/Crisan to give the users of the system an opportunity to have 
amore authority and make selections for a particular system update and/or 
configuration. 

Also, the combined teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan do not explicitly 
teach the step wherein said method comprises the steps of: 

monitoring and recording incremental changes and modifications to said 
user configuration over the life time of said user configuration. 

However, Tomoson in a similar field of endeavor discloses a system and 
method of providing a known-good configuration for a computer, comprising 
storing a known-good computer configuration and restoring a known-good 
configuration via non-interactive user input including the step wherein a first 
means (software) further monitoring and recording incremental changes and 
modifications to said user configuration over the life time of said user 
configuration (col. 5, lines 46-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the teachings of Tomoson in the 
Woodard/Boxall/Crisan system in order to store a record of the change 
configuration information since the last full configuration of a computer. One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan/Tomoson to 
further conserve the storage space of the system. 
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In further, the combined teachings of Woodard/Boxall/Crisan/Tomoson 
further teach wherein said method further comprises the step of migrating a 
current computer to a new computer (Woodard: second computer-based device, 
col. 8, lines 17-44), based on said recorded user choices (Boxall: par [0022], 
[0025], [0030] and see fig. 2) and said incremental changes and modifications 
information collected and saved (Tomoson: col. 5, lines 46-54), and 

said migrating, including installing the newest versions of computer 
programs, utilities and vendor interfaces from the Internet or from said server 
dedicated to storing user computers' images and their updates (Woodard: col. 5, 
lines 45-47, and col. 7, lines 1-4) and overrides user choices according to 
predetermined parameters of said user configuration (Crisan: par [0031]). 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Conclusion 

Examiner has cited particular paragraphs, columns, and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and 
are applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and 
figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in 
preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ANTHONY MEJIA whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-3630. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 9:30AM- 
8:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/A.M./ 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2451 
/Salad Abdullahi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



